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�  nd the Award for 
Best Production 
goes to…”a tense, 

dramatic pause from adjudica-
tor Jane Carnwath, “…
Domino Theatre’s Trying.” A 
startled silence, then bedlam 
from the members of EODL.  
It was a well de-
served win. Per-
sonally, I often 
f i n d  J o a n n a 
M c L e l l a n d 
Glass’s plays de-
pressing, but Try-
ing is an excep-
tion. It was a play 
of beginnings and 
endings, of laugh-
ter and tears, of 
death and new 
life. 
 
The performances 
were compelling, 
especially that of 
William Morrow 
as the cantanker-
ous Judge Francis 
Biddle, a role for 
which he won the 
award for Out-
standing Perform-
ance by a Male. 
Naomi Balance as Sarah from 
Sasatchewan whose stubborn-
ness, warmth and caring win 
over the judge, also won over 
the adjudicator and was 
awarded Outstanding Per-
formance by a Female. As 
well, Domino won an adjudi-
cators award for sound de-
sign, the stage managers 
award for Outstanding Coor-
dinated Production, and to top 
off a highly successful festi-
val, The Elsie Award for Best  
Production. Congratulations 
to Domino for their superb 

entry. 
It would not have been an 
easy choice for adjudicator 
Carnwath. Over the course of 
the festival, she experienced 
four outstanding productions 
of such variety that compari-
son must have been difficult. 

On Wednesday night, Whitby 
Courthouse Theatre presented 
Suds, a funny and fanciful 
musical that takes place in a 
Laundromat. The four princi-
pals not only had superb 
voices, but, as Ms. Carnwath 
pointed out, “They knew how 
to sell a song.” Thursday, Es-
panola Little Theatre plunged  
us into a bleak reality of Bal-
conville, a story of two differ-
ent cultures struggling to sur-
vive language barriers, unem-
ployment, poverty and corrupt 
government. Friday we saw a 

very different cultural conflict 
in Trying, and on Saturday, 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf presented by Theatre 
Windsor took us on a journey 
into the troubled minds of 
four disparate people. It was a 
splendidly well-rounded week 

of exceptional 
theatre. 
 
The whole festival 
was a delight. The 
hospitality was 
marvellous, our 
accommodations 
most comfortable, 
and the venue for 
the plays large, 
well appointed 
with excellent 
acoustics. The 
stage might have 
caused some prob-
lems for visiting 
companies as it 
was cavernous, far 
larger than most 
community thea-
tres are accus-
tomed to. How-
ever, it challenged 
the ingenuity of 
set designers, per-

formers (who sometimes had 
to re-block on the fly), and 
technical crews, and for the 
most part they succeeded  
admirably.   
 
But there were two things es-
pecially that impressed me, 
and I would hope to see re-
peated at other festivals. The 
public adjudications were 
held at the Curtain Club Thea-
tre, a smaller theatre than the 
regular venue for the fes-

(Continued on page 3) 

Left to right: Grant Buckler (set designer/chief carpenter) with 
the Outstanding Co-ordinated Production award; William Mor-
row, Outstanding Performance by a Male; Penny Nash 
(director) with the Outstanding Festival Production award; 
Naomi Ballance, Outstanding Performance by a Female; 
Pauline Jodoin (stage manager) with the Adjudicator Award 
awarded to Michael Gourgon (absent from the brunch) for 
sound design. Penny Nash was also nominated for the Out-
standing Director award. 

THEATRE ONTARIO FESTIVAL 
 AN ALL-ROUND DELIGHT 

By Joan Sonnenburg 
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From the Editor ~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

�   wasn’t able to attend the Theatre Ontario Festival this 
year, darn it, I am really sorry I missed Domino’s Pro-

duction of ‘Trying’, congratulations to all of them for 
keeping EODL in the spotlight. 
 
As I wasn’t there in person I thought I would join the live 
blog that Brandon Moore from Theatre Ontario organised 
throughout the festival. How amazing technology is. Actu-

ally he only did the ‘live’ blog at the Awards Brunch, but he did send out regular blogs of the adjudica-
tions and workshops daily, by signing on to the TO website one could follow along with all the important 
happenings. I only joined in on live blog It really was the next best thing to actually being there, the re-
sults were relayed as soon as they were announced it was quite exciting. It was also possible to join in the 
process and send him messages that showed up on the screen almost instantly, I have to admit I didn’t get 
the last part figured out until he was ready to sign off, I was wondering where all those messages from 
other people were coming from I will know better another time. I think if you go the website theatreon-
tario.org you can still read it all. Well done, Brandon, what a wonderful perk for being a Theatre Ontario 
Member. Now, do we have a techie-whizz in our group that could set up something like that for our own 
festivals? if you are out there speak up let’s see if it would be worthwhile. 
 
Welcome to a new group from Picton, The Prince Edward Community Theatre represented by Lynn 
Fennell, we are looking forward to meeting you in person at our One-Act festival to be held in Perth, No-
vember. 
Don’t forget the Pat Beharriell and EODL scholarships, if you need an application form e-mail Arlene 
Watson for another one, she did send them out to everyone in May, but I know how it is, either the dog ate 
it or you spilt your coffee on it.! 
 
Please pass this newsletter on to your members via e-mail of course. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SECTION CHAIRS 
 

NORTH: Joe O’Brien 613-224-2414 mjobrien@cyberus.ca 
Deep River Players ~  Greely Players ~   Kanata Theatre ~ Lakeside Players ~  

More Theatre ~ Mosaic Theatre ~ Ottawa Little Theatre ~ Scene Around Players  
~ Stage Children’s Theatre Group ~ Suzart Productions Inc. ~   

~ Tara Players of Ottawa Inc. ~ Toto Too Theatre ~ 
 

 EAST: Paul Rochon 613-258-2706 aprochon@cogeco.ca 
Domino Theatre ~ Dundas County Players ~ Kemptville Players Inc. ~   

~ New Theatre Perth ~ Mississippi Mudds of Carleton Place ~  
 Not So Amateur Amateurs* ~ Shoestring Productions ~  

Studio Theatre Productions, Perth ~ Tale Wagging Theatre ~   
Theatre Night In Merrickville ~ Vagabond Players ~   

Valley  Players of Almonte ~  Vintage Stock Theatre ~  
 

WEST: Jill Adams and Marilyn Robinson robinsm@sympatico.ca 
The Bay of Quinte Community Players ~ Belleville Theatre Guild ~  

Brighton Barn Theatre ~ Highlands Little Theatre ~ The Loop Troupe ~  
Northumberland Players ~ Peterborough Theatre Guild ~  

Prince Edward Community Theatre ~ Victorian Operetta Society    
 

E.O.D.L. Webmistress lbaird@cogeco.ca 

WHO’S WHO IN EODL 
(or, who are the biggest ‘Yodlers’!) 

 

Andy Trasuk 
Past President 

613-938-2329 
trasukag@bellnet.ca 

Liz Schell 
President 

613-544-3928 
schellbrooks@cogeco.ca 

Lily Baird 
V/President and Festival Liaison 

613-546-3415 
lbaird@cogeco.ca 

Dorothy Shaw 
Secretary 

613-599-6859 
dorothyshaw@sympatico.ca 

Florence Moore 
Treasurer 

613-692-0739 
rfmoore@sympatico.ca 

Beth McMaster 
Foundation Chairperson 

613-745-8937 
bethmcmaster@nexicom.net 

Arlene Watson 
Membership & Privacy 

613-733-4591 
afwatson@sympatico.ca 

Andy Trasuk 
EODL Rep. To TO  

613-938-2329 
trasukag@bellnet.ca 

Lee Jourard 
Awards Chairperson 

613-968-9404 
lchaim@cogeco.ca 

Bob Brooks 
Constitution 

613-544-3928 
schellbrooks@cogeco.ca 

Barbara Kobolak 
Archivist 

613-836-9583 
tkobolak@magma.ca 

Margaret Shearman 
Newsletter Editor 

613-269-3729 
mshear1043@aol.com 

Dorothy Beak 
Member at large 

613-592-5787 
dorothy-beak@rogers.com 

Brenda Worsnop 
Member at large 

613-905-2126 
bworsnop@cogeco.ca 
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(Continued from page 1) 

tival performances. For theses ses-
sions, the cast and crew of the plays 
sat on stage in a semi-circle with 
the adjudicator in the centre. Listen-
ers sat in the audience. The result 
was that the adjudication process 
became very much of an informal 
discussion. Ms. Carnwath’s adjudi-
cation always began with, “This is 
one person’s opinion of one per-
formance done in an unfamiliar 
theatre, about a play you have been 
living with for weeks and months.” 
From there, the discussion devel-
oped with the adjudicator asking 
questions of the cast and crew, and 
posing possible choices for improv-
ing a particular scene. Occasionally,  

 
she asked individuals to recreate a 
scene using a different approach. 
Often, you could see light bulbs go 
in performers and directors as they 
saw the difference. 
Of course not every host has an 
available stage for this kind of ar-
rangement, but perhaps the idea of 
the adjudicator in the midst of the 
cast and crew rather than set apart 
could be considered, as long as the 
adjudicator is willing. 
The other thing that especially 
pleased me was the way the curtain 
call was conducted. After the cast 
had taken its bow (often to standing 
ovations), the MC called all the 
crew  

 
of that eveninig’s play, from stage 
manager to producer, to either come 
up on stage or stand up and take a 
bow. The applause was thundering 
as all theatre people recognize the 
value and importance of these often 
unrecognized volunteers.  
As always at such festivals, we had 
a chance to renew friendships with 
people we only see once a year, and 
to make new friends. We left at the 
end of the week, if not exactly 
rested, then with our creative juices 
renewed and refreshed, and we are 
looking forward to doing it again 
next year in the beautiful city of 
Sault St. Marie See you there. 
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May 2011 
 
Dear EODL Group Representative, 
 
Now is the time for the EODL Member groups to nominate candidates for two important non-festival awards: The EODL Scholar-
ship (formerly the Thérèse May Scholarship) and The Patricia Beharriell CM Scholarship.   
The EODL Scholarship ($200) is given to a youth with talent and a willingness to proceed in some type of theatre training. The Pat 
Beharriell CM Scholarship ($100) also goes to a youth but one who is interested in pursuing the non-performing aspect of theatre.  
This is a great way to reward and encourage the young people who work with your group. Besides the cash award there can be great 
value in the focus it brings to the winner. The scholarship can also be noted in their resumé, a valuable asset to anyone who plans a 
future in theatre. 
EODL's mandate includes encouragement and support for the youth of the region. Let's continue to do that by making sure these 
awards are given in 2011. 
The application forms are enclosed; once completed, they should be sent to the EODL President (name and address can be found on 
the application forms).  All nominations must be received by September 9, 2010. The scholarships are awarded at the One Act Fes-
tival in November. 
 
Sincerely, 

���������	�����
���������
����  

for the Eastern Ontario Drama League 
                                            

 
GUIDELINES 

FOR 
THE PAT BEHARRIELL CM and EODL SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
 
 
 
1. Invitations will be sent out in April/May to all group members of EODL (See copy of letter sent out this year below). The appli-
cation forms will be included with the invitations. 
 
 
2. The deadline for submitting applications will be early- to mid-September before the September meeting of EODL.  This deadline 
ensures that the President and his committee have sufficient time – during the meeting - to review the applications and eliminate 
those that do not meet the criteria set by EODL. 
 
 
3. Applicants will be senior high school students who are planning to enter college or university the following year to further their 
education in theatre. Please refer to first paragraph of each of the forms in this publication for more specific criteria. 
 
 
4. The President, on receiving the applications, will communicate with the contact person – if required - to: 
 confirm that the applicant has actually been accepted by and intends to enroll in the college or university as stated on his/her appli-
cation; and 
 discuss and clarify, if required, the applicant’s qualifications. 
 
 
5. After the winner has been chosen at the September meeting, the President will inform the winner, by mail, that he/she has won, 
and invite the winner to attend the opening night performance at the One-Act Festival to receive the award and the cheque. 
 
 
6. The President will also communicate with those applicants who did not win, advising them of the results of their submission; this 
communication will be done by mail. 
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SUMMER 2011. Our summer Youth Production will be directed by 
Lauren Casselman, one of our young adult members.  She has selected 
Disney’s “MULAN JR”.  It involves a large cast w/singing and dancing.  

They are just about to start rehearsal. Performance dates: August 25, 26, 27, 28 
FALL 2011.The Mollycoddlers, by Kingston playwright John Corrigan, is a hilarious comedy about a bunch of St. Lawrence 
River farmers in the 1840’s who turn to piracy to solve their monetary woes. Unlike Robin Hood their decision is to "pirate 
from the rich and keep it."  Their bumbling attempt to plunder a moored steamer are nothing short of hilarious– a sort of The 
Five Stooges meet The Pirates of Penzance. 

 Directed by Tony Glen.  A couple of our members saw it at the 1000 Islands Playhouse and have been insisting we get it on 
our roster so…we did. 

Performance dates & Times:  Friday, Nov 18 at 7:30  Saturday, Nov 19 at 7:30  Sunday Nov 20 at 2pm, Friday Nov 25 at 7:30  
Saturday, Nov 26 at 7:30 Sunday, Nov 27 at 2pm 

We are off and running – we try to pressure ourselves to get a 2-year season format and hope to have the Fall 2012 show final-
ized soon. 

Our volunteers will be making some renovations to the tech booth and the ventilation system this summer as this year’s dona-
tion to the Township’s performance venue, and we continue to keep the “bums in seats” at the  theatre,  478  Main St. Winches-
ter 
 
Submitted, Elizabeth Barton , Executive, Dundas County Players Theatre Society 

Dundas County Players��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G

March 2011 marked our 22nd year of annual community musical theatre, and our 
11th to include a mixed cast of children and adults. Roald Dahl's Willy Wonka 
was a fun and successful production, enjoyed by audience, cast and crew alike.  

We are waiting for our licence before announcing our next year's production, but it will be a family-friendly popular musical.  
We are fortunate to be in the heart of a growing community, and as a result, we are attracting a nice blend of old and new faces 
in our productions, both on and offstage.  
As a result of the financial success of our production we will be able to award a minimum of $2000 in bursary monies to stu-
dents entering a post-secondary performing arts program.  
Our venue is always a challenge for sound and light, but our audience risers help a lot for better visibility. We are hoping to ap-
ply for a Trillium grant to purchase some solid stage risers.  

Greely Players      ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G

Following the recent AGM, Wendy Wagner is the new president. Congratulations 
Wendy. 
This going to be a busy summer for KT. Members Katie Ryerson and Gary Buller 
are cast in the production of Othello that ran at the fringe festival, and it will now be 
presented in Ottawa Parks during the summer. Regular play readings will be held on 

Wednesdays in July and August , hosted by a different member each week. The play is cast and rehearsals for the September 
production of ‘West Moon Street’ by, Rob Urbinati, start on Tuesday July 26th. This is a comedy of manners adapted from the 
Oscar Wilde novella, ‘Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime’ which can be found at hhtp://www.kingkong.demon.uk/gdr/savile.htm. Pro-
duction dates are September 20-October 1 2011. July 30 is the annual playhouse cleanup and BBQ. An evening of one-act 
plays is scheduled  for August 27th, an opportunity for new director’s to get into the act. 

Kanata  Theatre ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G

Construction has begun on our new theatre in the Harold Harvey Arena, 42 Church 
St. in Kingston. Emmons and Mitchell is the company the city has hired to do the 
work in the city part of the arena and Domino is paying for them to do our work as 
well. 

We are still fundraising and recently received a grant of $30,000 from the local Churchill Foundation to pay for our new sound system. 
We are close to our $300,000 goal and expect to exceed it. (We need to, we are now paying for a roof for our theatre so the price went 
up). 
All our worldly goods are now in storage – in Grant Buckler and Janet Burgess’s barn, Martin Storage and Spaces. Bob and I have the 
mannequin because her base is made of glass – she will scare any burglars away for the duration. 
Expected completion is December 2100 so we have created a five play season 
We will begin our next season January 19 with “What Mildred Did!"  by Ontario Author John Green. 
Festival play is “Streetcar Named Desire” by Tennessee Williams 
“Rose’s Dilemma” by Neil Simon 
“The Woman in Black” by Stephen Mallatratt 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” by Joseph Kessering. 
Many thanks, Liz Schell 

Domino Theatre Inc ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G
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This is my last report as the Tara Players representative to 
EODL. I have enjoyed my association with all of you dedi-
cated and talented theatre people and continue to feel hon-
oured by the Outstanding Service Award given to me a few 

years ago.  
Tara Players' new EODL representative is David Parry, a long-time supporter of theatre and EODL and Tara Players. Thank 
you for taking on this important role, David. Please fell free to add to or amend this report for the AGM.  
Tara Players had a successful first year in co-production with Ottawa Little Theatre. The venue is great, the OLT people are 
welcoming and extremely helpful, and we are very pleased with the collaboration. Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching To-
wards the Somme was a critical success, although it did not bring in as many people as OLT and Tara had hoped. The set, de-
signed by Robin Riddihough and built by OLT, was spectacular.  
The next production is The Patrick Pearse Motel, on the OLT stage in August as part of the summer program.  
In the 2011 - 2012 season, Tara will once again mount Translations at OLT. Tara hopes to enter the EODL One-Act Festival 
in November; logistics have to be worked out. Last year's collaboration in a fundraiser with the Irish Society Seniors' Drop-In 
provided Tara with the opportunity to rehearse and present Thirst and then enter the play into the festival. It is hoped that a 
similar arrangement can be applied for this year.  
My best wishes,  

Tara Players Theatre of Ottawa ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G

TNIM has had an very active spring season. The Farm 
Show was a great success with full houses and a signifi-

cant profit. The show was part of the Spring Full Length Play Festival and received awards for set design, 
music and comedic performance.  
The TNIM executive has had an overhaul. The president, Martin Green has been forced to step down due to 
health reasons. The current Vice-President, Carol Cote, has accepted to take on the role of president for the 
next year. Margaret Shearman was elected as VP at the annual meeting on Wednesday June 22, 2011 and as 
part of her portfolio will report as the group’s rep to EODL..  
At the AGM, Alyson Reid, our treasurer, explained the "Violence and Harassment Policy and Procedure" 
document that has been sanctioned by TNIM's executive. There was a good discussion on the reasons for 
and working of the policy. If anyone would like a copy of it as a template for their own policy they are wel-
come to use it contact Alyson Reid at hunhouse@bell.net for a copy. 
 
Several years ago TNIM donated an award for Drama to be presented at the grade 8 Graduation ceremonies 
in the village. I am thrilled to report that this year it was awarded to our Grandson, Nigel, apparently it was 
well earned for his sense of timing, improve skills and also his hilarious portrayal of old people! 

Theatre Night In Merrickville ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G

Well, it seems that fifty percent of this company has to have hip surgery in august, so pro-
duction is temporarily suspended. Good luck Florence, I expect that the other 50 percent 
will be taking care of you for a while. It is a pity because they had just found the ideal 

‘sister’ play that they had hoped to show off at the One-Act in Perth. We will look forward to seeing it next year. 

More Theatre ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G

Good news. After several tough years  Kemptville Players are happy to report 
that having moved back to their old venue, Leslie Hall, the four day run of 
Norm Foster’s, “Jenny’s House of Joy” with a dinner theatre on the Saturday 
evening resulted in sold out houses, and they are now out of the red. Too bad 

that the North Grenville Municipal Centre that they worked hard to fundraise for, like other community venues, have priced 
themselves out of reach for the average community theatres.    

Kemptville Players ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G
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Megn Walker 
 

At the 2009 Theatre Ontario Festival in Kanata, Peterbor-
ough entered with Twelfth Night, having won the EODL 

festival. Megn Walker, at the age of fifteen, won the Therese May Memorial Award for Outstanding Student 
Contribution . She played the dual role of Viola/ Cesario. She also won the hearts of the audience because 
when she was on stage, she “owned” the stage. She impressed the people from Theatre Ontario winning the 
Curtain Club Award for Outstanding Performance by a Youth and they allowed her to enroll in the Theatre 
Ontario summer theatre intensive course studying Shakespeare. Fortunately the course was at Trent Univer-
sity and she was a day student, too young to be allowed to stay in residence. The next summer Megn was 
permitted to attend a scene study course with Christopher Newton. 

Two years later, after taking part in summer courses at Stratford, her career has taken another turn. Megn has 
been selected to be one of 5 women in a 12 person ensemble at the National Theatre School. The programme 
is three years of intensive training.  She starts on August 31.  

Peterborough Theatre Guild ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� �

Vagabond Theatre has just finished up what I believe is their most suc-
cessful season in their 27 year history. Our fall production of "Same 
Time Next Year” was extended for a 3rd weekend and our spring pro-

duction of "Arsenic and Old Lace" sold out all 5 performances over 2 weekends. We are doing "Noises Off" 
at the end of October directed by Riley McMullen and our spring production will be directed by Katie Burke 
but the play has not been selected yet. The play reading committee has a choice of 3 that Katie is interested 
in directing. Our AGM is tomorrow evening and if I have any changes I will let you know.  

Vagabond Theatre ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G

SUMMER PROGRAMS 
1.    The “Interview”  which was our entry into the 2010 EODL One-Act Festival and winner of 5 awards, will play at 

OLT’s Janigan Studio from June 17 – 26 as part of the Fringe Festival. 
2.    Agatha Christie’s “Spider’s Web” runs from July 19 – 30 and is directed by Tim Ginley. 
3.    Richard Elichuk directs Hugh Leonard’s, “The Patrick Pearse Motel” which runs from August 16 – 27. 
4.    We offer a series of Summer Drama Camps and Youth Theatre Workshops for participants aged 9-12 and 13-17 all 

summer long. 
5.    OLT is introducing a new workshop for the summer, and perhaps beyond. Actor’s Gym will be offered every Satur-

day from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and use the stage and rehearsal hall for practice auditions., Cold readings, the opportunity 
to work on scenes with scene partners, improv and anything else that will aid and assist. 

6.    As our major summer fund raiser we will host “A Midsummer Social” that features dinner, dancing and trivia at St. 
Bridgid’s Centre for the Arts on Saturday, July 9. 

7.    On August 27, we once again run what we call “A Play in a Day”. Under the guidance of an experienced OLT direc-
tor, participants audition, rehearse and perform – all in day. 

 
WORKSHOPS 

1.    We will offer a WHIMIS Certificate Training Workshop on Saturday, September 17. 
2.    A Sword Fighting Workshop with Chris MacLeod of Salamander Theatre runs September 24 & 25. 
3.    An Assistant Director Training Program runs on Saturday, October 1. 
4.    And on Saturday, October 22, lighting technicians will be given a day at the console to follow cues, learn how to 

override a missed or incorrect cue and generally, become more familiar with the board and the “go” button. 
 
2011 – 2012 SEASON 

The season opens on September 13 with a production of Inherit the Wind, followed by Dr. Cooke’s Garden, I Hate Hamlet, 
Lost in Yonkers, Translations, Self Help, Beyond a Joke and closes with Dangerous Liaisons.  
 
Joe O’Brien,  Ottawa Little Theatre 

Ottawa Little Theatre ��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G��� � �G�G�G�G�G�G�G�G��� �
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    and the last words go to    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Liz Schell,  president. 
 
Theatre Ontario Festival 
I had never been to Richmond Hill and the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts or the Curtain Club Theatre. What a treat for 
those of us from Eastern Ontario and especially Domino Theatre. 
The festival hotel was clean, bright and welcoming.. Members of the Curtain Club made sure everyone knew what was happening in a 
friendly fashion and we enjoyed our tours of the newly renovated Curtain Club. 
The festival had four very different types of play, although the adjudicator Jane Carnwath noted they were all period pieces. 
Domino members were thrilled to win the festival and we are so happy that the EODL is once again recognized as a great area of the 
Province for community theatre. 

President’s message 

I have now completed my first year as president of EODL. I am again very thankful to the seasoned members who keep me on track, 
especially Andy Trasuk. 
We had a very fine One Act Festival hosted in their usual friendly, professional way by Ottawa Little Theatre. 
It is such fun to greet people from all over Eastern Ontario and learn how things are going in the many theatre groups who enter. 
John Lazarus was our traveling adjudicator for the Spring Play Festival and a small group of us followed him as he traveled to 6 theatre 
groups in the cold winter. Peterborough was the generous host of the brunch where we learned my home group Domino Theatre had 
won the Festival. We went on to represent EODL in Richmond Hill and came away with the top award, plus 2 acting awards, the best 
coordinated production award and a sound design award. 
It is interesting to go on the Theatre Ontario website and see how often in the last ten years that EODL has won the best production 
award. We exhibit an extremely high quality of production for an area very lightly populated compared to ACT-
Co and WODL. 
I now look forward to working again with Lily Baird and the other EODL executive as we organize the One Act Festival in Studio 
Theatre Perth and the Spring Play Festival at Ottawa Little Theatre. 

�  he Community Theatre Committee of Theatre Ontario has not met since my last report. However, 
Theatre Ontario held its AGM on the Saturday of the Theatre Ontario Festival in Richmond Hill. Big 

things are happening at Theatre Ontario. We have instituted a Strategic Plan for the next three years. The great-
est challenge of course is to find the funding which will allow the organization to fulfill its goals. 
 
The following five committees have been established:  
 
-         Program and Services Committee – committed to support the objectives of the strategic plan that will 
allow Theatre Ontario to provide relevant programs to meet the needs of our constituents. (This is the committee 
I will be serving on because it will include the Community Theatre committee as a sub-committee). 
-         Revenue Committee – their main purpose will be generate more revenue from a wider variety of sources. 

-     Human Resources – to ensure that we have the human resources to achieve our strategic planning goals. 
-     Governance Committee – to strengthen the governance of the Board. These are the duties formerly performed  by the 

Nominating committee and the Executive committee. 
-     Profile committee – geared to raise the profile of Theatre Ontario so that our leadership becomes more widely recognized. 

 
I must tell you that after one year of serving on the Theatre Ontario Board, I have come to realize how valuable it is for theatre in On-
tario. I have come to realize that  we must succeed in the goals of the Strategic Plan.  I don’t think the members of the Ontario theatre 
community are aware of the role that Theatre Ontario plays in the life of theatre in Ontario. The staff and Board of Theatre Ontario 
have made great strides in increasing this awareness but there is still much to be done. 
 
It is my intention to encourage EODL groups and individuals to become members of Theatre Ontario, in order to increase the financial 
and moral support of the organization. 
 
Finally, I would remind you that EODL is the host of the 2013 Theatre Ontario Festival. We should strive to have a host in the near 
future. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Andy Trasuk   
 
 


